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A Note on Sessions 1—3 of NCKU Museum’ s Open Call for
Research Projects on the Museum Collection and Cultural Heritages in Campus

DENWEYIH
AT

m’dﬂﬂll—ﬂflﬂ.l&ﬂﬂti!Fﬁll’hl;'!h
250 8 W T R AR R ERER- 0 S

mr)l:hﬁuhnfl!}.'“uI‘]\ *‘ GhE sAtEARsERERE ReRANESD!
?an‘a\\’i‘

R S ARG SRR O T

AN EARESNEES MERERNRNRETEAN

RERaw RIRNAPEREES FRENEEDEH
B0 EMXEHRNRE — (RARE)IPEOREN
B WRER S xR RHNE AT logoR it

5 AR R0 0 R R R P

wt

2o
1L

A;h i / oofie / gﬁmaxnw&@
(S 2

aa
Ay Al
BORNERANNROAR. RARRIHARAFRRBOMER, a o
MASSENRPRSE. HRIA, SIHN. RRERY, S5URHREE! 7.

W aEMSEHE3B24E1E!

2024 4= farinitEd



@?B’é’:@’l A Flourishing Diversity %5 R BUAM L8

of University Historics —/ Oy miiesso iy

A 2025 Seminar b\\\ KU Muse um

2025 FHE B8R IEA - IS AHEL 5T 14

2023 FF— el L iR BIR

A RN E

weme/ QAT rwme, W AukEAA

#118

REHREFSIRE

BN 2023128 6H(RMZ) 10;00:12:00
R AREESR2ANZAN

-
-

uondd[[0n

T

\ &

mmtues\d

sndwe) U]@ g

safejLiay [eanyny

18D S 9 O B

RENE £@8=HRE

: e i L HE

e ) @ i ALSBaS it ] & o om 2

wowy Q@ATAT twwn @Ak Beciafadin::
S—— HILETHE

- A i HE
‘ mEEa snang_;’,

il

—— sEH CARaL

B x 54:‘&"”

x o B ijxx_*

ﬂlz .3 N %

z 8 ERs R

024,12, 06%

9:00»12:00 mm&:nxm;m:

mﬁ;ll RASNEMHRA

EFNImeERRNEA
e EER
MEBR .
PR RED - FEN L]
(RBEXMARERM > §—2 (BIEHASEIANEMSEZ (HRFEITRS - BAXBRAN
AAERRRE RER) EERFE . ZART - logoRH (1))
i p
2025 ?*#fﬂ?&&ﬁ%i{ - 2024 ??—meiﬁ/f«’}i%\ﬁ?ﬂ\ —

Join Uson the Research loumey!t Ncte on Sessions 1-3 of NCKU Museurn” sCpen Call for Research Prejects on the Museumn Callection and Cuttural Herftagesin Campus 15



Ying-Ching Chiang, NCKU Museum Project Staff

NCEKU Museum launched the Open Call for Research Prejects on the Museum Collection
and Cultural Heritages in Campus pilot program in June 2023. The program focused on
collaboration between the Museum and researchers, where researchers proposed topics
of interest and raised critical consciousness, and the Museum provided basic information
on the cultural relics in its collection. The two groups jointly explored the scientific prin
ciples, historical backgrounds, stories, and academic literature on classic objects housed
both within the Museum and on campus, and they identified these objects’ relevance to
contemporary issues in the field. The pilot program marked the Museum’ s first call for
research submissions from the public, extending beyond NCKU faculty, staff, and stu
dents. Initially intended as a small scale trial, the program, which aimed to raise aware
ness of campus cultural assets, received more applications than expected. The three
selected prejects from the inaugural session are as follows:

From Combat Literature to Campus Democracy:

Shifts in Campus Atmosphere Reflected in NCKU Youth (1957—2005)
Hui-Hsin Hsiao, master” s student from the Department of History, NCKU

Analysis of Book Borrowing Patterns Based on NCKU Library Cards

16

Ta-Chih Tsai, researcher at the Innovation Headquarters

Shining the Signboard: Inscriptions by Notable Figures

and Logo Desians Hidden in the University Junale
Pan Gu, associate professor from the Department of History, NCKU

The inaugural session reflected the pilot program’ s defining characteristic: diversity.
This was demonstrated in both the applicants, who ranged from professors to staff and students,
as well as the scope and types of research objects, which included everything from handwritten
library cards and student publications to departmental building signage that had piqued research-
ers’ curiosity. These projects not only shared researchers’ observations on campus life and
revealed their research interests, they also made use of Museum resources. For example,
master’ s student Hui-Hsin Hsiao wrote her thesis on NCKU Youth, which is housed at the
Museum, This aligned with the pilot program’ s key goal of promoting the application of the Mu-



seum’ s collection and enhancing research on institutional history while also directly benefiting
graduate students in related disciplines. By the end of the inaugural session, Ms. Hsiao had submit-
ted a well-organized historical analysis and successfully completed her master’ s degree by writ-
ing a thesis on the topic. These lofty achievements during the inaugural year established the pilot
program’ s ethos and strengthened the Museum’ s confidence in the program’ s direction.

In line with the pilot program’ s goal of promoting the application of the Museum’ s collection
and increasing engagement in museum research, the Museum invited Po-Hao Liac—a research
assistant at the National Museum of Taiwan History and former partner of NCKU Museum—to dis-
cuss his experiences with the audience and three other researchers during the end-of-term presen-
tation. Using his study of University President Michitaka Wakatsuki’ s Imperial Civil Officer
Dress as an example, Dr. Liao explained his methodology and shared insight on museum collection
research. The event received positive feedback from attendees; thus, the combination of thematic
talk and end-of-term presentation was repeated during the pilot program’ s second session, where
Associate Researcher Yu-Hua Tsai presented research findings based on architectural drawings of
Koxinga Shrine housed in the Museum’ s collection.

A second research call was made in 2024, after careful deliberation by the Museum’ s Deputy
Director, Chief of Collection and Research Division, and researchers. Based on an analysis of the
first session, the Museum decided that to facilitate comprehensive monitoring of project progress,
and considering the lack of research experience among some student participants, the Museum
would guide the research direction and methodology of each selected project. Additionally, faculty
proposed replacing the original written midterm report with a closed-door midterm symposium,
which would enable them to clearly understand the challenges encountered during the research
process and offer more practical advice through face-to-face discussion. The end-of-term presenta-
tion was held in early December that year, revealing that all three projects had made substantial
progress in a phased manner, and garnering wider recognition and positive feedback than in the
inaugural year, Even employees from other museuwms attended the presentation as observers, hoping
to promote similar initiatives encouraging public participation in research activities,

Join Uson the Research Joumeyl Nete on Sessions 1-3 of NCKU Museurn’ s Cpen Call for Research Prejects on the Museum Colledtion and Cultural Heritagesin Campus 17



18

The selected projects for the second session are listed in the table below. Notably, for the first
time, an undergraduate student project was selected —that of Jen Chen from the Department of
Electrical Engineering. Her project showed a remarkably high level of completion. Regarding the
themes and researcher backgrounds for the year’ s submissions, more science and engineering stu-
dents participated compared to the inaugural yvear, dispelling the stereotype that museum/cultural
heritage research is solely the domain of humanities majors. Meanwhile, Professor Pan Gu from the
Department of History submitted a proposal for the second phase of her previous project—a desir-
able outcome anticipated by the organizers. Although each session spanned 1 year, after subtract-
ing the time needed for administrative tasks (preparation, call for submissions, review, and publica-

tion}, researchers were left with only 8 months at most to implement their research. Moreover, par-
ticipants generally had other full-time commitments, such as work or studies, which impeded sub-
stantial research progress, constituting one of the more frustrating aspects of the pilot program. For
these reasons, organizers strongly encouraged returning applicants to expand upon the research
from their previously selected projects, hoping that —beyond showcasing the diversity of artifacts
and research perspectives—the pilot program would enable researchers to develop their topics into
formal conference presentations or journal publications.

Imager of Sprites and Upper Atmospheric Lightning (ISUAL)
— A Scientific Research Journey
Jen Chen, student from the Department of Electrical Engineering

History and Principles of Cryogenic Precision Instruments at NCKU

Yen-Hsun Su, professor from the Department of Material Science and Engineering, NCKU
Min-Kai Lee, researcher from the Core Facility Center, NCKU

Shining the Signboard: Inscriptions by Notable Figures
and Logo Designs Hidden in the University Junale (Part II)

Pan Gu, associate professor from the Department of History, NCKU



In 2025, NCKU Museum reached a consensus to transform the Open Call pilot program into a regu-
lar annual activity. Leveraging experience gained over the previous 2 years, and through promotion
by enthusiastic faculty members, the 2025 call for research attracted even more student submis-
sions. The three selected projects were all proposed by current students at NCKU. As a university
museuwm, the Museum’ s goal is to encourage greater student participation, and staff members were
naturally delighted to see students actively engaged in cultural heritage research. The research
topics remained diverse, ranging from significant figures in the University’ s history (i.e., Mosei
Lin and Tsoo Wong} to monuments (the current Department of Taiwanese Literature Building, for-
merly the National Military 804th General Hospital}, and filled gaps in existing research through
analysis, sorting of historical materials, and firsthand interviews.

Object-centered Interpretation and Historical Construction:

Mosei Lin’ s Knowledge Practice and Material Culture Research at NCKU
Kai-Lun Quan Lin, student from the Cross College Elite Program, NCKU

From Medicine to Education:
The Past and Present of the National Military 804th General Hospital
Yi-Jou Lin, graduate of the Institute of Art Studies, NCKU

Knowledge Transmission in Postwar Aerospace Engineering Education:

Taking Tsoo Wong as an Example
Wei Qin Chang, student from the Department of History, NCKU

In November 2025, NCKU Museum will hold its second On University and Institutional History con-
ference. Because the theme of the Open Call for Research Projects on the Museum Collection and
Cultural Heritages in Campus falls within the scope of university history research, this year’ s
end-of-term presentation will be incorporated into the conference, departing from the tradition
established over the past 2 yvears of holding two small-scale independent presentations. By combin-
ing these events, the Museum aims to foster exchange among researchers in the Open Call program,
international and domestic speakers at the conference, and university historians from various aca-
demic institutions, which will spark more discussions on cultural heritage research and expand pro-
motion of the application of the Museum’ s collection.

Join Uson the Research loumey!t Ncte on Sessions 1-3 of NCKU Museurn” sCpen Call for Research Prejects on the Museum Callection and Cutural HerftagesinCarmpus. 19
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From “Campus Treasure Hunt”
to “Exploring Artifact History” :

NCKU Museum’ s Collection and Campus Cultural Heritage Research Project

Yin-Hsuan Yang,
Chief of Collection and Research Division, NCKU Museum

Inits third iteration, the NCKU Museum' s Collection
and Campus Cultural Heritage Research Project has
attracted applications spanning a wide range of
themes, and produced impressive research out-
comes. Applicants include undergraduates, gradu-
ate students, faculty, and researchers; objects of
study range from publications, to artifacts, to archi-
tecture - far beyond the museum' s own
collections. This reflects how NCKU' s faculty and
students have growing curiosity and broadening
perspectives on history. Expanding imagination and
understanding of cultural heritage opens up new
possibilities. This grant program builds on the
Campus Treasure Hunt event series launched by the
NCKU Museum in 2021. The Campus Treasure Hunt
encourages faculty and students to explore and
learn about significant historical artifacts within
their departments. This serves two purposes: Docu-
menting the development of academic disciplines,
and enriching NCKU' s institutional, teaching, and
research history. The Collection Research Project
further supports this goal by providing funding to
encourage investigations - both broader and more
in-depth - into the university' s artifacts.
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From our perspective as a university museum, this
grant program aims not only to raise public aware-
ness of our collection, but also to support the key
goals of cultural heritage and institutional history
outlined in our recent development plan. We first
note that the work of documenting artifacts and
exploring their histories cannot be confined to
institutional researchers or rely solely on academic
expertise. Instead, it should involve greater public
participation. The “everyoneis a historian” initia-
tive has gained prominence since the latter half of
the 20th century. Historiography that is more
accessible and inclusive of broader public perspec-
tives, and descriptive, systematic records of collec-
tive memories, enable history to be presented in
more diverse and nuanced ways. It then moves
beyond monotonous, top-down narratives.The
concept of public historiography can also be effec-
tively applied to the field of cultural heritage, help-
ing individuals from different backgrounds to
engage in building community culture and histori-
cal value through shared reflection on artifacts. \We
need more “campus historians” - students, faculty,

alumni, even external collaborators - to help
explore NCKU' s cultural heritages and share their
stories.

Remington typewriter, previously used by Lim Bo-seng,
Registration number: 2017-004-0004, donated by Lin Yongmei.
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Another key goal of this initiative is to broaden
definitions and concepts of what an artifact is. It is
not only those rare treasures housed in museum
vaults that are worthy of preservation, mainte-
nance, and study. Historically/culturally significant
documents and objects may exist within every
organization - even right under our own noses.
However, as time passes and personnel change,
these things can be forgotten or lost. Only a few
ever get noticed; even fewer make their ways into
museums. The collective memories and knowl-
edge linked to these objects fade rapidly as socie-
tal change accelerates. Without timely documenta-
tion, they will be lost forever and leave irreparable
gaps in our history. These oft-overlooked artifacts
not only stand as important witnesses to their eras,
but also help shape how history is told today, and
in the future. The three projects completed in 2024
serve as strong evidence of this. For example, Pro-
fessor Ku Pan from the Department of History cata-
logued name plaques and inscriptions by notable
figures across NCKU' s major campus buildings
and departments, uncovering remarkable insights
into their distinctive development and intercon-
nections. Professor Su Yen-Hsun, head of the
Instrument Division at the Core Facility Center,
compiled the history and principles of their cryo-
genic precision instruments. Jen Chen, a student
from the Department of Electrical Engineering, col-
laborated with the Department of Physics History
Office to study the Imager for Sprites and Upper
Atmospheric Lightning (ISUAL), a device that great-
ly advanced Taiwan' s satellite development in the
1990s. Combining scientific and humanistic per-
spectives, Chen documented the compelling story
of the NCKU Sprite Research Team. She used archi-
val research and interviews to finely capture a piv-
otal chapter in space science research. These
investigations and compilations have made signifi-
cant contributions, not only to NCKU' s institution-
al history but also to the histories of science and
education.
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From a broader, long-term perspective, the univer-
sity' s cultural heritage and collections are closely
tied to the creation of new knowledge. Exploring
artifacts and documenting their stories help forge
connections among people, objects, and events,
thereby forming a more complete historical narra-
tive. In 2023, Hsiao Hui-Hsin, a student from the
Graduate Institute of History, conducted in-depth
research on the post-war campus publication
NCKU Youth. She explored NCKU students'
relationships with political issues, the social zeit-
geist, and the literary development of the time, all
from a fresh perspective. This year' s three ongo-
ing projects also center on relationships between
people and objects: Collecting collective memo-
ries of the Japanese Imperial Army Tainan Hospital
through oral histories; studying artifacts related to
Lim Bo-seng (Lin Mosei}; and analyzing teaching
materials used by the aeronautical engineer Wong
Tsoo at NCKU. We expect these research findings
to offer diverse perspectives on existing historical
narratives, and open new avenues for research.

The history of an object is not a monotonous,
one-dimensional record of the artifact itself.
Rather, it is a vivid, multi-layered narrative and per-
spective built upon rich human stories and details.
Studying museum collections and the university' s
cultural heritage is not (only) about feelings of nos-
talgia. It is also an attempt to reconstruct the true
stories that once unfolded here, and to question
where knowledge comes from and how we carry it
on. It is an effort to preserve those traces that
might otherwise be carried away before we know it
in the currents of time. Facing the future, we refuse
to forget.

From “Campus Treasure Hunt” to* Bxploring Artifact Histony” : NCKUMuseum’ sCollection and CampusCultural Heritage Research Prcject. 27
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Report on designating President

Wakatsuki Michitaka’ s Imperial Civil Officer

Court Dress as an antiquity

Yu-Hua Tsai, Chief of Exhibition Division, NCKU Museum

President Wakatsuki Michitaka' s Imperial Civil
Officer Court Dress is the first piece of cultural heri-
tage at NCKU to be designated an “antiquity” under
the Cultural Heritage Preservation Act. Some readers
might still find the concept of antiquities unfamiliar,
as people in Taiwan often associate “cultural heri-
tage” primarily with architecture, such as monuments
and historic buildings.

In fact, antiquities have been categorized as cultural
heritage since the enactment of the Cultural Heritage
Preservation Act in 1982. As originally defined, the
term referred to “materials of outstanding universal
value from the perspective of history or art, preserved
for appreciation, research, development, and promo-
tion, or those designated by the Ministry of Educa-
tion" . The Ministry of Education may designate those
with particularly significant value as “significant
antiquities” or “national treasures” . However, public
attention and awareness of antiquities remain limited
to this day, likely because their designation (relative
to that of a building) has less visible impact on, or
relevance to, the public' s rights and interests. With-
out official designation, a building is often demol-
ished and lost forever. An antiquity, on the other
hand, is easier to maintain in a personal or institu-
tional collection.

Amajoramendment to the Cultural Heritage Preser-
vation Act in 2005 required that the disposition of cul-
tural heritage classified as antiquities follow the same
procedures as those for “monuments” and “historic
buildings” . It also allowed any citizen to file a report,
and categorized antiquities as “general antiquities” ,
“significant antiquities” , or “national treasures” . In
this amendment, the competent authority for general
antiquities is the specific local government, using a
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registration system; while significant antiquities and
national treasures, the competent authority was the
Council for Cultural Affairs (CCA) under the Executive
Yuan. The Act required the CCA to designate the
most important general antiquities as either signifi-
cant antiquities or national treasures.

The Act was amended again in 2016, transferring the
central authority from the CCA to the Ministry of Cul-
ture, and replacing the initial registration system for
general antiquities with a designation system. In
other words, local governments are now required to
periodically conduct general surveys to assess the
value of potential antiquities. The report on Presi-
dent Wakatsuki Michitaka' sImperial Civil Officer
Court Dress, submitted in 2021, was prepared in
accordance with this latest amendment.

The court dress set was donated to the NCKU
Museum in 2013 by Mrs. Wakatsuki Nacko, the first
daughter-in-law of Wakatsuki Michitaka. From 1931
to 1941, Wakatsuki Michitaka served as the first pres-
ident of Tainan Technical College (which eventually
became NCKU). The ten-piece set - including a coat,
vest, trousers, ceremonial sword, scabbard, sword
belt, hat, hat box, bow tie, and suspenders (see Fig.
1) - isamong the most complete and well-docu-
mented imperial civil officer court dress from the
Japanese colonial period preserved in Taiwan. That
being said, why did the NCKU Museum ask that
Tainan City Government designate the court dress as
a general antiquity?
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All the elements that constitute President Wakatsuki Michitaka’ s Imperial

fficer Court Dress.
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In accordance with the current legal provisions, central government agencies and
their subordinate agencies (institutions), national schools, state-owned enterprises,
and national cultural artifact custodian agencies (institutions) must preliminarily sort
and grade artifacts in their custody; catalogue those deserving of designation as
national treasures or significant antiquities; and submit such catalogues to the cen-
tral competent authority for review. Therefore, the NCKU Museum bears the respon-
sibility to assess the cultural heritage value of the artifacts under its care. While the
Act does not require that the NCKU Museum catalog or submit items eligible for des-
ignation as general antiquities for review, formal recognition of such artifacts
remains beneficial to the Museum. The benefits are as follows:

©® Duringthe designation review process, researchers are required to
address questions raised by council members with expertise in
fields related to antiquities. This process encourages more in-depth
study of an artifact' s origins and cultural significance, and
compels researchers to present their findings clearly to gain the
council' s approval of their interpretations stated in the report.

® Designation as an antiquity not only affirms the artifact' s unique
value, but also enhances its visibility; inclusion on the National Cul-
tural Heritage website helps more people to discover and appreci-
ate thisimportant piece housed at the NCKU Museum.

U Museum Photo Collection, Registration No.
donated by Kedama Takao).

(NCKU Museum Photo Collection, R
donated by Hsu Chia-ling of the Hsu Lin-An family].
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Fig. 6: President Wakat ichitaka in
court dress with his fam U Museum
Digital Archive - Re ration No.

05, authorized by Wakatsuki

Yasuo)

Regarding the first category (artifact research), after acquiring the court dress set in 2013, the NCKU
Museum commissioned the National Taiwan Normal University Research Center for Conservation of
Cultural Relics (RCCCR) in 2014 to undertake restoration. The RCCCR collaborated with Professor Ishii
Mie, an expert in restoring Western-influenced Japanese military uniforms, from the Tokyo National
Research Institute for Cultural Properties. The project took until 2017. Before restoration began, the
materials of the court dress set were analyzed. Despite the Amendment to Regulations for Civil Officer
Court Dress enacted in 1886 (Meiji 19), which requires gold buttons and accessories, handheld XRF
analysis revealed that the gold threads, buttons, and fittings were mostly copper-nickel alloys rather
than pure gold.

The NCKU Museum holds three photographs of Wakatsuki Michitaka in court dress, two of which clear-
ly show the Order of the Sacred Treasure worn on his chest (see Figs. 2 and 3). Wakatsuki Michitaka
was awarded the Order of the Sacred Treasure twice during his tenure, 4th Class in 1931 and 3rd Class
in 1935. We therefore assume that the two photographs correspond to these award years, as the
number of badges on his left chest differs (two in the former, three in the latter), indicating they were
taken at different times. In the third photograph, Wakatsuki Michitaka appears in court dress with his
family, though the Order of the Sacred Treasure is not visible (see Fig. 4).

The preservation, restoration, and designation of President Wakatsuki Michitaka' s Imperial Civil Offi-
cer Court Dress come as a result of his crucial role as the founding president of , which laid the founda-
tion for today' s NCKU. His family' s donation of the court dress set stands as a lasting symbol of
friendship between Taiwan and Japan, and of an enduring connection that that has not diminished
with time. In addition, it serves as a valuable record of the pre-war Japanese imperial civil officer court
dress system. This set' s valueis not merely as an object in NCKU' s historical collection, but as a rare
and significant artifact for Taiwan as a whole.

1. Amendment ta Regulatians far ffi urk Dress.
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Join us on the NCKU Museum Podcast for a vartety

of stortes about untversity museums!
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Harmony of Body and Mind:
A Taiwan-Japan Collaborative Exhibition
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