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Exploring Tainan: The Avenue for

NCKU Students — Experience in Cultural

Heritage Education and Promotion

Yu-Hua Tsai / Associate Researcher at the NCKU Museum

Since 2017, when National Cheng Kung University
launched its Exploring Tainan course, the NCKU
Museum has assisted with a unit titled “Avenue for
NCKU Students”. The goal of this unit is to familiar-
ize all NCKU freshman with the university's heritage
sites, historical buildings, and ecological landscape.
As a member of the Exploring Tainan team since
2019, I have learned a great deal through my interac-
tions with students, and in this article, I share some
of my accumulated experience in cultural heritage

education and promotion.

1. What is the Avenue for NCKU Students?
The basic purpose of the Avenue for NCKU Students
is to familiarize freshman with their surrounding
environment, including the campus’ geographical
characteristics and the history of the environmental
changes and development. The heritage sites,
historical buildings, and important vegetation on
campus definitely serve as the best media to convey
and contextnalize this history. Teaching students
how to investigate their surroundings not only helps
them understand the importance of cultural
heritage preservation but also instills critical
techniques that can be applied in all their future
travels.

However, in practice, not all freshmen approve of
this required course. During guided tours, some
students stand far away from the instructor, demon-
strating their disinterest in this information. NCKU
has numerous colleges and departments catering to
students in diverse fields; some students may not
personally be interested in cultural or historical

topics, others may have a utilitarian mindset and

38

wonder why they need to learn about topics unrelat-
ed to their major. These students may erect mental
barriers before attending the class. Therefore,
starting from the planning stage, instructors must
do their best to break through these barriers so that
more students are willing to receive information.
But how?

In 2020, the Exploring Tainan Office collaborated
with the NCKU Department of Computer Science
and Information Engineering to develop a GPS
treasure hunt game for mobile devices. This was
effective to a certain extent. Students were asked to
gather at two sites—the Museum and the Minor
West Gate—and launch the app. The app would
provide five questions, and students were tasked
with discovering the answers on their own. Howev-
er, during subsequent sessions, due to shortened
class time and a renewed emphasis on encouraging
students to focus on their actual surroundings, the
mobile treasure hunt game was abandoned and
replaced with instructor-guided tours, where
instructors directly posed questions and interacted
with students. The questions were also brought
back in aligenment with the original purpose of the
Avenue for NCKU Students unit. Regardless of
academic discipline, all students require self-direct-
ed observation and learning skills as well as
independent judging and thinking abilities. There-
fore, I began to wonder if it would be possible to
direct students to demonstrate relevant abilities
through the questions posed during guided tours.
My experience, accumulated through past repair,
survey, and research, became a reference question

bank for the course.



2. Set off from NCKU Museum Square

NCKU Museum Square is one of the sites where
participants in the Avenue for NCKU Students unit
assemble to start their journey. The square is located
at NCKU Cheng-Kung Campus, which is NCKU's first
campus and was formerly the site of NCKU's prede-
cessor, Tainan Technical College. The NCEKU
Museum, which stands on one side of the square, is
now a designated heritage site in Tainan City. The -
former Tainan Technical College Main Building Pi-:.ENbﬁUﬂ_Dld Main Libkary.

{Administration Center) is a reinforced concrete and {Phato by Yu-Hua Tsai)

reinforced brick building that was completed in

history, making them important media for explain-
ing NCKU’s course of development to students. The
explanation includes information abont why the
Japanese-run Government-General of Taiwan decid-
ed to set up a technical college in Taiwan around
1930; why Tainan was chosen as the college site; why

mechanical engineering, electrical engineering,
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and applied chemistry were prioritized as the first
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three departments to be established at the college;
why Taiwan received U.S. aid in 1950; and how NCKU

progressed and thrived with support from Purdue
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University, becoming the most successful paradigm

under the higher education assistance program

implemented at that time.

1933, during the Japanese colonial period. The After introducing the key points in the school’s

building is characterized by architectural features history, the instructor will guide students to observe
such as a symmetrical facade, sloped roofs, and the  the similarities and differences between the two
so-called “Suzimen Tiles” on its exterior walls. {see buildings, which were constructed in different styles
Pic.1). and during different eras.

Opposite the square, on the other side of Daxue Rd.,
stands the Former Taiwan Provincial Cheng Kung
University Main Library {Old Main Library) of
Sheng-Li Campus. One of Tainan City’s registered
historical buildings, the library was completed in
1959, during NCKU’s U.S. foreign aid period. With a
modernist aesthetic, the library’s appearance is
completely different from that of the NCKU Museum
{see Pic.2).

Both of these buildings played major roles in NCKU's

Exploring Tainan: The Avenue for NCKU Students — Experience in Cultural Heritage Education and Prometion 39



Student: The roofs are different. The Old Main
Library has a flat roof, but the Museum has a
sloped roof.

Yu-Hua ‘Isai: What issues need to be resolved
when constructing flat-roofed buildings? Natural-
ly, roof-related waterproofing issues must be
addressed before a flat-roofed building can be
constructed.

Student: The windows are different. The Old Main
Library has a continuous horizontal line of
windows, but the Museum doesn't.

Yu-Hua Tsai: That's right. The Museum’s exterior
walls are part of the load-bearing structure, so it
can't have too many windows. In contrast, the Gld
Muain Library adopts columns for load-bearing
and uses cantilever beams to detach the structure
fromthe exterior walls, making it possible to have
a continuous horizontal line of windows on the
exterior walls.

Student: They have different facades. The Old
Main Library's facade is asymmetrical, and the
Museum's facade is perfectly symmetrical.
Yu-Hua Tsai: Yes. The Old Main Library is a
functionalist building; its shape was designed
with consideration for the building's function. In
contrast, the Museum is a relatively traditional

monumental building.

In fact, the NCKU Museum building alone has many
details worth observing and experiencing for
students. The building was extended in 1977, and
the exterior walls of the extended section are faced
with sharp-rideed Suzimen Tiles, with irregular
bricks installed at corners {see Pic.3). In contrast,
the original Suzimen Tiles have rounded ridges on
surface, and one-piece tiles are installed at corners
{see Pic.4). By observing and touching the bricks,
students can learn about the changes in the building
and the architectural quality requirements of differ-
ent periods. When discussing the tiles, students are
asked to count the number of grooves. “Does the tile

really have 13 grooves on its surface as indicated by
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the {Chinese) name?” In fact, there are 12 grooves
and 13 ridges on a single tile’s surface. After students
finish counting, the instructor will emphasize the
necessity of fact check and not simply echoing

others words.
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3. Turning Around — The Minor West Gate

The Minor West Gate was relocated to its current site
in 1970, and is now part of the Taiwan Fucheng
{Tainan) City Wall Minor East Gate Section national
heritage site. When implementing the relocation
praject, a decision needed to be made as to whether
the relocated Minor West Gate should retain its
original east-west and inner-outer orientation after
being moved to the Minor East Gate Relic section. In
the end, the Minor West Gate was positioned in its
current fashion—with the original gate base and
agate tower facing different directions. In terms of
the inner-outer orientation, the gate tower is
positioned correctly; however, the gate base is
positioned with an east-west orientation that
ignores the inner-outer orientation. In other words,
the inner and outer sides of the Minor West Gate's
base are now facing in directions opposite their
original orientation.

The inner and outer sides of a gate structure can be
distinguished through observation. It is easier to tell
the inner side from the outer side of a gate tower as
their construction is completely different. As for the
gate base, the radii of the inner and outer gate
arches are different—one is bigger and the other is
smaller—which students can easily spot. But which
one is the inner side—the bigger arch or the smaller

arch?

Fic.5: The Minar West Gate's arches. The aone with a larger

radius is the onginal inner arch, and the one with a smaller
radius is the ariginal auter arch. {Phata by Yu-Hua Tsai)

Student: The bigger arch is the inner side.

Yu-Hua ‘I'sai: Why?

Student: For defense.

Yu-Hua ‘I'sai: Can you elaborate?

If students cannot elaborate further, I will chime
in with my own opinions:

*Have vou ever seen depictions of sieges on castle
gates in 'I'V shows? Assuming that everyvone's
muscle strength is the same, if the inner arch is
larger than the outer arch, the inner opening
should be able to accommodate more soldiers,
making the gate less likely to be breached.”

After saying that, I will continue:

“Of course, that's just my speculation. To find out
if it's really true, you can visit the Great East Gate
and Great South Gate to make your own observa-

tions. The two gates have never been moved.”

In the case of South Korea's Great East Gate {Dong-

daemun/Heunginjimun, located in Seoul), the
radius of the outer gate arch is smaller than that of
the inner gate arch {see Pic.6). But [ am noat sure if
any students will visit the Great East Gate and Great
South Gate for the purpose of making observations

to confirm the inner-outer relationship of the Minor

West (Gate's arches.

]
T3 T S ——

1l T A i gy, = = e
A SR = o I T e e i
i i

ol Efred Sl P pn

5

Pic.6: A photo of the Dongdaemun in Seoul, South Korea
taken from inside of the gate. {Phato by Yu-Hua Tsai)
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When giving guided tours of the Minor West Gate
and the Taiwan Fucheng {Tainan) City Wall Minor
East Gate Section, it's only natural to discuss the
history and development of Tainan's city walls: the
wooden walls constructed in 1725, then upgraded to
clay brick walls in 1788, and urn walls were added in
1836. As luck would have it, many historical
elements have been preserved on a corner near
NCKU Kuang-Fu Campus’ Minor East Gate, giving us
a glimpse into the development and changes of
Tainan. These historical elements include the lintel
relic of Zhenbeimen {*the gate guarding the north®)
inscribed with “1st year of Qianlong Era {1736)",
which witnessed the rebuilding of the stone city
gate, and the lintel of the Minor South Gate
inscribed with “Bing-shen Year of Qianlong Era
{1776)", a date consistent with documentary records
of prefectural magistrate Jiang Yuan-Shu's renova-
tion of Tainan City. Additionally, the Minor East Gate
Section Mortar City Walls national heritage site was
originally rebuilt after the Lin Shuangwen Rebellion
in 1788. The lintel of the Jing-Bo Gate over the Minor
West Gate is also inscribed with “53rd year of
Qianlong Era {1788)". The section extending from
the nnearthed Minor East Gate Relic toward Shengli
Rd., leading to Cheng-Kung Campus, is thesite of the
Minor East Gate Urn Gate & Walls Relics as indicated

by marks on the ground. The urn gate and walls
were added after the Zhang Bing Rebellion in 1832
{see Pic.7 and Pic.8).

At sites within easy reach of NCKU Kuang-Fu

Campus, one can collect evidence of several exten-
sions and renovations in Taiwan Fu-Cheng {Tainan),
and even observe elements symbolizing the cardinal
directions {see Pic.8), which may satisfy the desire to
“collect the complete set” of East, West, South, and
North City Gates in one trip. While students are
observing the relics, I describe how the Minor West
Gate, the Great South Gate, and the Great East Gate
were designated as historical sites during the
Japanese colonial period. I also explain that the
Minor West Gate was finally relocated after WWII—
the end result of a failed urban planning praject that
would have demolished people’s houses to construct
a roundabout encircling the Minor West Gate. All in

all, the gnided tonrs encourage students to engage in



observation through questions and interaction,
which enhances their motivation to learn and

improves their retention of course content.

Exploring Tainan: The Avenue for MCKU Students — Experience in Cultural Heritage Education and Promotion

4. Conchision

Many students opposed the Exploring Tainan course
when it was first launched, frustrated by its compul-
sory nature and the encroachment on their week-
ends. In contrast, the current teaching satisfaction
score has exceeded 80%. Although there are still
some students with low engagement, interaction
during guided tours has definitely enhanced the
participating students’ impressions of heritage sites
and historical buildings.

By viewing all the heritage sites, historical build-
ings, and important ecosystems within NCKU as part
of the campus environment *museum”, the NCKU
Musenm has committed to the mission of research-
ing and promoting and the university's cultural
heritage. Most of the above text related to guiding
students in the observation of heritage sites and
historical buildings is derived from my own
research and observations on relevant cultural
heritage. Of course, the content has been enriched
with practical gnided tour experience from museum
volunteers and suggestions offered by other instruc-
tors. We must accumulate a certain amount of
research to deepen our understanding of cultural
heritage; only then can we further transform this
understanding into question and answer sessions,
in-depth discussions, and other methods of encour-
aging student observation, and ultimately achieve

our goals for the Avenue for NCKU Students unit.
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National. Cheng Kung -Umiversity Museum
Staft’ s Visit to Malaysia: Memorial Lim Lian Geok

and.Malaysian Chinese Cultural Museums
Wen-Sung Chen /. Professor of Department of History at NCKU and Deputy Director of the NCKU Museum

Staff members from the National Cheng Kung University {NCEU} Museum visited Memorial Lim Lian Geok in Euala Lumpur, Malay-
5ia, where [ reconnected with my old classmate, Memorial Director Ser Wue Hiong. With this encounter, we embarked on the prima-
ry mission for our trip: to conduct the first in-person exchange between our museum and Memorial Lim Lian Geok. During the
pandemic, we launched an online collaboration with Memorial Lim Lian Geok, which was facilitated by NCEU History Department
alumma Chan Fik-Chin, who volunteered at the memorial at that time. Now, thanks to the dedicated coordination of Chiang
Ying-Ching and Tan Tai-Chi from Memorial Lim Lian Geok, I was representing the NCEU Museum for an in-person visit. This visit
brought me immense joy on both a professional and a personal level as [ reunited with friends in Kuala Lumpur during the post-pan-

demic period.

April 17, 2024 (Wed.)

| departed from Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport in
the morning and arrived at Kuala Lumpur International
Airport in the afternoon. After passing through customs, |

met Mr. Tan Tai-Chi from Memorial Lim Lian Geok. We

headed directly to the memorial, in downtown Kuala worked within the political system to advocate for the

Lumpur, as the first stop of the trip richts of the governed, striving to promote the equality
Mr. Lim Lian Geok {1901-1985) holds a unique and highly

esteemed position in the Malaysian Chinese community

and autonomy of the people in politics, education, and
culture.

due to his historic contributions. His life spanned multiple Memorial Lim Lian Geok is located in downtown Kuala

regimes, throughout which he consistently voiced his Lumpur, which was one of the earliest centers of develop-

unwavering support for the protection of Chinese educa- ment for the Malaysian Chinese community. The city’s

tion, the Chinese language, and citizenship rights for cultural diversity is striking. Compared to a few years ago,

Malaysian Chinese. Particularly after Malaysia gained
independence and the Malays assumed leadership,
despite the challenging political climate, he advocated
for ethnic and linguistic equality and contributed to the
founding of the United Chinese School Teachers’ Associa-
tion of Malaysia {Jiao Zong) and the United Chinese
School Committees’ Association of Malaysia {Dong Zong).
Although his vision has not yet been fully realized, his
ideals and spirit have remained an inspiration for succes-
sive generations of Chinese Malaysians, who continue to
pursue his goals.

Previously, | had no impression of Mr. Lim Lian Geok, the
post-war spiritual leader of the Chinese community in
Malaysia. Howewver, after visiting Memorial Lim Lian Geok,
| sensed numerous similarities between him and histori-
cal figures in Taiwan’s modern history, particularly Lin
Hsien-Tang, who coincidentally shares the same
surname. Although their life experiences were rather
different and the circumstances they faced varied, in

terms of mission, they had much in common: Both

' 50

o e L

new elevated MRT lines and the recently completed
Merdeka 118 tower have sighificantly transformed the
landscape of the old city center. Notably, in Kuala
Lumpur’s old Chinese district {Petaling Street and its
surrounding areaj, many young Chinese have opted not to
continue their family businesses, choosing instead to sell
or rent out their storefronts. As a result, in recent years,
the area has become a new frontier for new immigrants
from Myanmar, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and other countries.
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April 18, 2024 (Thur.)

On Thursday, Mr. Tan Tai-Chi, a full-time staff member of
Memorial Lim Lian Geok and a graduate of Universiti Tunku
Abdul Rahman’s Chinese Studies Department, drove us to
visit the Museum of Asian Art and Art Gallery at Universiti
Malaya (UM}, accompanied by Ms. Ding Tian-Mei, a graduate
of UM’s Chinese Studies Department.

At 9 a.m., the four of us arrived at the UM Museum of Asian
Art, where we received a warm welcome from Senior
Curator Zahirah Moor as well as Mr. Mohamed Umar, the
curator of UM Art Gallery. The museum’s primary exhibit
was a special exhibition on Malay weaving, which
showcased items created by royalty, nobility, commoners,
and women, as well as ceramics and porcelain from
different periods and artifacts donated by the National
Heritage Museum of Malaysia. The impressive collection
consisted mainly of pieces acquired since the separation of
Malaysia and Singapore and Malaysia’s indepeéendence.
sources of the collection included: {1} donations from
collectors, (2} items purchased through fundraising, and {3}
artwork donated by artists-in-residence. The museum also
accepts interns from both domestic and international
institutions, allowing them to apply after completing at
least 40 hours of coursework. UM was founded in 1962; the
Museum of Asian Art building was competed in 1980, and
the Art Gallery was established that same year. In 2015, the
Cheng Kung University Museum and the UM Museum of
Asian Art held an exhibition exchange on locks, led by

Director Yen Hong-sen, with curators from UM visiting

Cheng Kung University.

At 11 a.m., Director Ser Wue Hiong of Memorial Lim Lian
Geok joined us, and together we visited Hin Hua High

Mational Cheng Kung University Museum Staff's Visitto Malaysia: Mermorial Lir Lian Geok and Malaysian Chinese Cultural Museumns 31

School in Klang, Selangor. The combined junior/senior high
school is a major center for Chinese education in Malaysia.
Many of the school’s administrators and senior teachers,
including the principal, are alumni of Taiwanese universi-
ties, hailing from the Department of History at National
Taiwan MNormal University, the Department of History at
Mational Taiwan University, and so on. One retired teacher,
Mr. Hsieh, was even a classmate of Professor Ueng
Jia-sheng from the Department of History at National
Cheng Kung University. Hin Hua High School was Director
Ser’s alma mater, and the school’s history room had been
meticulously curated by the same designer responsible for
the exhibits at Memorial Lim Lian Geok. Forlunch, Mr. Hsieh
and Director Ser treated usto delicious Yong Chun Bak Kut

Teh. Afterward, we promptly moved to the nextitem on our
itinerary.

At 2 p.m., we visited the Malay Heritage Museum at Univer-
siti Putra Malaysia {UPM) in Selangor. Director Ser, who
currently teaches at the museum, graciously provided us
with a tour of the facilities. Since the official language is
Malay, and English is a compulsory language in primary
and secondary schools in the system, Malaysian Chinese
have received multilingual education from a young age,
and the younger generation have become especially fluent
in Malay. Chinese language education, however, relies on
the collaboration and support of private Chinese educa-
fional organizations and the Chinese teaching community.
This support sustains institutions like Memorial Lim Lian
Geok, Hin Hua High School, and various Chinese cultural
museums and organizations.

The Malay Heritage Museum staff enthusiastically guided
us through their collection, which included: {1] traditional
Malay wowven items; {2} Malay defensive and protective
keris, particularly those used by women, which were
especially impressive; {3} artifacts and classical Malay
manuscripts related to astronomy, mathematics, elephant
training, and other fields of knowledge; {4) long guns that
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used stone bullets and required two people to operate,
which demonstrated that the
possessed weapon-manufacturing skills before colonial

indigenous Malays
incursions; {5) a traditional Malay stilt house with three
levels, featuring a living room, bedroom, and a room for

unmarried women with multiple small doors. After

[FEE L T s S S = Fh

visiting the museum, we also stopped by Director Ser’s
research office in a nearby building, which was filled with
historical documents and various books.

UPM ranked 158th in the 2024 Q5 World University
Rankings. The campus is vast—the scale cannot be
compared to Taiwan's National Dong Hwa University, but
to the entire Shoufeng Township. The university was
established as an agricultural school in 1931 {during the
British colonial period} and underwent multiple post-war
educational reforms, evolving from a college to an agricul-
tural university before being named Universiti Putra
Malaysiain 1997. The modern campus features 15 colleges
that are independently situated and surrounded by green
spaces and sports fields, giving each one the feel of a
European estate,

At 4 p.m., we arrived at the Academic Heritage Museum at
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia {The National University
of Malaysia; UKM;, Selangor. This school was founded in
1970 by seven faculty members from UKM. At the time,
English was designated as the national language of Malay-

sia; therefore, to ensure that Malays continued to learn the

Malay language, funds were raised to establish a school
that emphasized Malay language instruction. Over time,
the school gradually introduced other languages. The
museum was divided into two parts: the first floor was
dedicated to Malay culture, and the sixth floor focused on
the university’s history. Exhibits showcased significant
academic and industrial contributions such as biotechno-
logical drugs, the achievements of Malaysia’s first

astronaut, results of sustainability projects, research

publications, distinctive graduation attire and diplomas
from each college, portraits of past presidents, and the
university’s ceremonial mace—an important symbol of
the institution.

April 19, 2024 (Fri.)

After a night’s rest, we departed from the Sheraton Hotel
in Kuala Lumpurat around 8 a.m. This time, our driver was
Soon Qiu-Xia, a professional guide volunteer from Memo-
rial Lim Lian Geok. The four of us took the highway
southbound toward our destination in Johor, Malaysia’s
solUthernmost state closestto Singapore. The journey was
longer than the distance from Keelung to Kaohsiung. We
stopped at three highway rest areas along the way, includ-
ing a break for lunch. Despite rain and traffic jams that
added time to the journey, we were able to see more of the
distinctly Southeast Asian landscape, with views of open
fields and mountain scenery.

At 2 p.m., we first visited Professor Tan Chai Puan at
Southern University College and had a brief conversation
with him. He guided us through the special exhibition of
Tay Lian-So0’s calligraphy and paintings. Professor Tan is
a dedicated and renowned promoter of the 24 Festive
Drums, a cultural heritage folk art ensemble, and this has
earned him the status of a national treasure artist. He also
has close ties with Taiwan and is a graceful elder.

MNext, we visited the university’s Malaysian Chinese



Literature Center, where the director, Professor Kho
Tong-Guan, who is also the head of the Department of
Malaysian Chinese Literature, warmly and thoroughly

guided us through the exhibits. His dedication to the
advancement and promotion of modern Malaysian
Chinese literature was deeply impressive. He led us to
view wvarious special collections housed in the library,
including the Gwee Yee Hean Collection and the Shuxiang
Lou Collection {donated by Shuxiang Lou in Singapore].
These collections feature not only material and books
from Southeast Asia but also rare and significant books
and historical documents related to Chinese education in
Malaysia and the regions of China, Hong Kong, and
Taiwan. The center also boasts an extensive collection of
works and research materials by Professor Tay Lian-So0.
Additionally, since 2002, the department has taken over
the long-standing Chao Foon magazine that has been
published since the 19505 The magazine is an essential
publication inherited from the first generation of Malay-
sian Chinese writers and researchers, which now serves
as a significant source of inspiration for the next genera-
tion of Malaysian Chinese literature.

April 20, 2024 (Sat.)

Fom early morning until 3 p.m., our group visited the
Johor Bahru Chinese Heritage Museum, where Assistant
Director Yee Tuck-Wee provided a thorough explanation
and guided usthrough the exhibits. We especially enjoyed
our visit to the Ghee Hin Kongsi Historical Gallery, where
we gained a profound understanding of the strong
connhections secret societies such as Hohgmen shared
within Chinese communities in China, Singapore, and
Malaysia, as well as their close relationships with local
Malay rulers. The connections were distinctly different
from those in other parts of Malaysia.

Local Chinese Associations in Johor have collaborated
with marketplaces to promote the soft power of Chinese
cultural movements. Notably, these efforts have been
strengthened by the contributions and connections of
domestic and international Malaysian Chinese literature
research teams from Southern University College, which
continuously foster talent and stimulate new growth in
this area. Due to Johor's close proximity to Singapore and
its emphasis on internationalization and innovation,
Johor’s Chinese culture has steadily flourished, creating a
complementary effect that distinguishes its Malaysian
Chinese community from those in other states. The
cooperative model between the Johor royal family and
Chinese leaders is a unigue aspect that other states find
difficult to match.

Led by the staff of the Historical Gallery, we also visited
the closed-off Yishan Cemetery despite the hot weatherto
view the Ming Tomb and an exhibition room related to the
Hongmen initiation ceremony. The exhibits were highly
realistic and left a strong impression of the close relation-
ship between Southeast Asian Chinese secret societies
and the development of Chinese communities since the
19th century.

Mational Cheng Kung University Museum Staff's Visit to Malaysia: Memorial Lim Lian Geol and Malaysian Chinese Cultural Museums
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Around 3 p.m., we left Johor Bahru and headed back to Kuala
Lumpur. Because of severe traffic congestion along the way,
we initially canceled our planned visit to the Negeri Sembilan
Chinese Heritage Museum. Howewver, Director Chin
Soong-Kead warmly invited us over the phone and even
offered to open the museum especially for us after closing
hours, complete with a guided tour. Touched by such
hospitality, we finally arrived in Negeri Sembilan at 7:30 p.m.
Negeri Sembilan was formerly known as Sungei Ujong. In
1874, the British colonial government began tin mining in the
area, and Director Chin's ancestors—primarily Hakka people
from Guangdong—were among the pioneers who settled

here after working in the mines. After treating usto a

April 21, 2024 (Sun.)

In our free time, we visited the Chan Clan Ancestral Hall nhear
the hotel, which was rather large and resembled a small
museum. |n addition to the hall itself, half of the space
showcased the achievements of Chan Clan members who
had immigrated to Malaysia over the generations. The
Malaysian Chinese community’s emphasis on their own
history is truly admirable.

Under the blazing midday sun, Director Ser Wue Hiong took
us to a place near Petaling Street to eat Fujian noodles for
lunch. This street was one of the first areas to be developed
by the Chinese in Kuala Lumpur. He also led us to visit
temples of various religions {an Indian temple, the Chinese

April 22, 2024 (Mon..)

The last stop in the morning was the Center for Malaysian
Chinese Studies, located within Kuala Lumpur and Selangor
Chinese Assembly Hall {KLSCAH)} in downtown Kuala
Lumpur. The current director, Chiam Yan Tuan, happens to
be my senior—a fellow graduate from the Department of
History at National Taiwan University. Although the Center
for Malaysian Chinese Studies in Kuala Lumpur lacks the
massive funding and structure of Taiwan’s Academia Sinica,
it is ohe of the most important centers for Chinese commu-
hity research in Asia and a unique institution in Malaysia for
all researchers who wish to understand Chinese Society. [t
is also a must-visit place for scholars worldwide, including
those from Taiwan, who study Chinese communities, as it
offers accessto various valuable historical materials and

24

delicious hot pot meal, Director Chin led us on a tour of the
MNegeri Sembilan Chinese Heritage Museum, which he had
planned with the help of Director Ser Wue Hiong and Profes-
sor Chin Chong-Foh. The museum showcases invaluable
firsthand historical materials and photographs from various
periods, highlighting the hardships and struggles of Chinese
immigrants who came to mine tin, as well as the history of
their efforts and the development of Chinese communities
during the British and Japanese colonial periods. The exhibit
even preserves equipment from the last cinema in the area,
leaving a strong impression. We returned to Kuala Lumpur
close to midnight.

Sin Sze Si Ya Temple, and a Malay mosque). As a historian
himself, Director Ser provided a wealth of background
knowledge and stories regarding local Chinese education
and social changes, as well as the various sights and items
along the street, deepening our understanding. Finally, we
left the city center and went to a nearby durian specialty
shop to taste the most
celicious freshly harvest-
ed Musang King durian,
ending the day with a
celightful feast.

documents. The center plays a vital
role in numerous historical and
research publications focusing on
local and international aspects of
Malaysian Chinese society, and it
regularly invites scholars from the
field of social sciences at Academia

Sinica to give lectures. Professor Onn

Huann Jan, a distinguished
alumnus of National Cheng
Kung University, is one of the
outstanding researchers from
Malaysia studying Chinese
society and remains active inthe

Chinese academic community.



Conclusion

As the above account demonstrates, thanks to the
meticulous planning and full accompaniment of
Director Ser Wue Hiong and Mr. Tan Tai-Chi, we were
able to cover central Malaysia {(Selangor and Negeri
Sembilan) and southern Malaysia {Johor] within the
limited timeframe of the exchange trip. This allowed
usto gain a deep understanding of Mr. Lim Lian Geok’s
lifelong mission and spirit and how they resonate
within the Malaysian Chinese community. We also
gained insight into how the memorial hall facilitates
ongoing exchange on wvarious aspects across the
global Chinese society. Although it was not our stated
intention, the trip’s primary purpose of museum
exchange naturally led to interactions with the two
main cultural groups of Malaysia—the Malay cultural
museums represented the mainstream of Malaysia’s
political, social, and cultural spheres, whereas the
Chinese cultural museums reflected the core of the
Malaysian Chinese community’s economy, education,
and culture.

Indeed, the general understanding of Southeast Asiais
that Chinese communities are not the governing
powers in these countries, and they often face
anti-Chinese sentiment, particularly in Indonesia,
Viethnam, and even Thailand. However, Malaysia
stands out as an exception. Although opposition and
conflict between the Chinese and Malay government
were observed because of political discrimination
following Malaysia’s independence in 1957, the two
major ethnic groups have gradually developed a
model of peaceful coexistence and mutual prosperity.
Under the protective umbrella of political favoritism,
Malays enjoy special privileges, whereas the Chinese,
in the face of differing treatment by the government,
have established an independent and self-reliant path
and have attained a unigue position in economics,
education, and culture, equaling that of the Malays.
The political situation in Malaysia, with the privileged
status of Malays, is unlikely to change anytime in the
foreseeable future. Faced with this disadvantage, the
Chinese community has not become disheartened.
Instead, they have strengthened their sense of urgen-

Mational Cheng Kung University Museum Staff's Visitto Malaysia: Memorial Lim Lian Geok and Malaysian Chinese Cultural Museums

cy and developed a consensus to continuously invest
in education, economic advancement, and collective
planning for the educational development of the next
seneration of Chinese Malaysians. Although Malay is
the country’s official language, the Chinese communi-
ty has preserved and passed down Chinese culture
and historical education. This aspect, highlighted
during our exchange, deeply resonated with those of
us from Taiwan, because we have long had close ties
with Malaysian Chinese students.

At the same time, we profoundly sensed that cultural
exchanges between Taiwan and Malaysia are evident-
ly less pronounced than those involving the new
immigrant cultures now seen in Taiwanese society
{predominantly immigrants from Vietham and
ndonesia who have come to Taiwan due to labor
policies, including migrant workers, foreign brides,
and caregivers). Strengthening international exchang-
es with Malaysia in the future would not only align
with the long-standing overseas Chinese Education
policy but also provide an opportunity to explore
similarities and differences in Chinese communities,
education, and culture between both countries and to
compare Malay culture with Taiwan’s indigenous
Austronesian cultures. Malaysia’s multicultural
society—encompassing Malays, Chinese, Indians, and
various Muslim communities—offers rich possibilities
for collaboration in areas such as religion, architec-
ture, settlements, language, literature, and cuisine.
Such collaboration could support joint exhibitions and
exchanges. The primary parthers for the present
exchange, including Memorial Lim Lian Geok, the UM
Museum of Asian Art and Art Gallery, the Center for
Malaysian Chinese Studies, university museums and
Chinese historical archives throughout Malaysia, and
the Mational Cheng Kung University alumni associa-
tion in Malaysia, are all significant platforms for
ohgoing cross-disciplinary collaboration between our
university and museum in Taiwan and Malaysia.
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